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Welcome to Fergus & Elora

Grand Experiences and Gorgeous Views.
We like to leave an impression.

Grand & Gorgeous is your quintessential guide to exploring Fergus and
Elora - two distinctly different towns that together make one truly unique
destination.
Our shared history roots us in traditions of the past, but our cultural vibe
inspires an active future where our natural landscape is treasured and
explored, where artistry is encouraged, heritage is honoured and any
excuse to get people together is cause for a celebration.
We throw fabulous parties. Big ones.

You’re invited!
Treasure seekers, art lovers and history buffs will find Elora and Fergus are
best explored meandering through our downtown streets filled with artisan
shops, galleries, boutiques, pubs and restaurants, to the riverside parks
and walkways that offer spectacular views. But we hope you’ll tour beyond
our downtown cores, to see the shops, parks, gardens and scenery that
surrounds us. We may look small, but we pack a lot in.
Explorers and adventurers will chart a course for adventure at every turn,
from the heights and depths of the Elora Gorge and the rapids of the Grand
River, the current that runs from the Shand Dam at Lake Belwood through
the heart of Fergus and Elora. Fly-fishermen know what a gem we are.
If it’s dry land you seek, the Elora Catacract Trail connects our communities
with a pathway through nature that, like the Grand River, will take you
from the shores of Belwood Lake through Fergus, Elora and far beyond.
In every season, we are naturally Grand and Gorgeous.
There is no place quite like this. Take your time.
Take it all in. Impressive, right?

Riverfest Elora
Photo by Olivia Rutt

Here’s our

TOP TEN MUST DO
EXPERIENCES
(because we don’t want you to miss out.)

SHOPPING IS
OUR SPORT.

Plus, we have nice benches to park your
spouse/significant other, you know, so they
can hold your bags.

Browse. Shop. Buy. Repeat.

In Elora, the Greenspace is conveniently
located on the corner of Mill Street and
Metcalfe, right in the heart of the shopping
district.

We know every small town has its fair
share of shops, but we really are unique in
Fergus and Elora. Eclectic shops, beautiful
boutiques, artisan designs and unexpected
treasures. Independently owned and
operated, our shops are the heart of our
downtowns. Part of their charm is the
dedication of the shopkeepers themselves.
They travel far and wide to bring in unique
wares to their stores, or offer one-of-akind designs. So don’t window shop. Step
inside. Look around. We know you’ll find
something you didn’t even know you were
searching for. That’s half the fun.

Muskoka chairs and plenty of shade,
outdoor art and people watching. They’ll
be distracted long enough for you to buy
whatever you want. elora.info
In Fergus, the benches along the Riverwalk
are behind the downtown shops, offering a
beautiful view of the Grand River waterfalls
and the surrounding gardens in summer
and spring. Best of all, your spouse/
significant other can’t see the shops, so
really, nobody is policing your shopping.
Amazing, right? downtownfergus.com

That’s right, we’ve thought of everything.

DINE WITH US
We eat out a lot.
You’ll see why.
If you think our destination is unique, wait
until you see what’s on the menu in our
diverse dining establishments in Elora and
Fergus. We may be small towns, but we
have big appetites for flavours of the world,
culinary fusions that influence the tastes
of home. Our restaurateurs have a grand
passion for food and an appreciation for
fresh, local ingredients.
From hearty pub fare in the traditions of
our British and Scottish heritage, to Italian
dishes made from scratch, to fine French
flair, or the sultry spices of Indian cuisine,
to some of the best Sushi you’ll find outside
of the big city, we invite you to the table.
We have fresh vegetarian and vegan
locales, a kick of jerk spice and Chinese
dishes to share. If it’s Canadian culture
you seek, you’ll find comfort foods and fine
dishes, plus a fresh twist on the standards
we all enjoy. If you just want a steak –
we’ve got that too. From fine dining to
casual fare, we’ve got something to fill your
plate. Eating out here is always a grand
experience. We do it often.
For a complete list of restaurants, visit us
online at grandandgorgeous.com

COASTERS AND
COCKTAILS.
Shaken. Stirred. Draft. Poured.
You decide. Whether it’s a mocktail or
a cocktail, we’ll be sure to raise your
spirits and help you toast the town.
There is no doubt our pubs and lounges
were created to bring people together, to
create a relaxed atmosphere where the
ambiance encourages you to put down
your phones and share a laugh, a story or
quiet conversation. Hey, we will even allow
boisterous conversations, especially when
the bands take the stage, which happens a
lot around here. We are a lively bunch.
grandandgorgeous.com
So, whether it’s a break in the day or a
night on the town, our local taverns will
serve up some of the finest beverages to
wet your whistle, including locally-sourced,
award-winning spirits, craft beers and
labels you know.
Go where the locals go. And while
you’re out and about, we suggest you
sample a pint from the Elora Brewing
Company.

Cheers!

Go ahead, keep shopping!
Elora - The Grand River
Photo by Kelly Waterhouse

ART IS
EVERYWHERE
Look around.
Fergus and Elora are
beautiful towns. We know
the true value of public
art so we aren’t shy about
decorating our towns. The
Elora Sculpture Project has
ensured artistic expression
is celebrated on the village’s
streets. Take a walk
around town and you’ll see
some inspired pieces and
intriguing sculptures.

If you’re in Fergus you’ll see the inspiration is contagious
and sculptures can be found around the landscape of the
historic town. Be sure to visit them along the Riverwalk,
behind the shops.
For a self-guided art walk stop by the Elora Centre for
the Arts on Melville Street, just off Mill Street, for details.
While you’re there, wander through the historic landmark
that is a celebration of the local arts community. There is
often an art exhibit to enjoy in the Minarovich Gallery and
Harris Exchange Gallery. eloracentreforthearts.com
It’s okay to point. Go ahead. Be sure to visit the Elora
Greenspace, in the heart of the village, to meet the Tall
Man. A giant sculpture of a finger pointing figure by
artist Scott McNicol, the piece is actually titled “Who’s in
Charge,” but it has become known to the locals as Tall
Man. A fixture of much discussion and the backdrop for
more selfies than you can imagine, we encourage you to
point back. And if you take a selfie with the big fella,
send it to us on Instagram @visitelorafergus.

NOT FOR THE FAINT
OF HEART,
but totally for the adrenaline.
It’s one thing to look down the giant limestone cliffs of
the Elora Gorge, watching the waters of the river below
flow over the rocks from the safety of the fenced edge.
It’s another thing altogether to put on a safety harness,
strap yourself to the guide wire and zipline over the
massive cavern, gliding through the air the full width of
the Elora Gorge. Do not look down. Look all around.

One Axe Pursuits is trained
to give you an experience like
no other. If it’s adventure you
seek, get a group together and
repel down the cliffs of the
Elora Gorge. If you like winter
you’ll love to dig in and climb
up the giant ice formations
that cascade along the caverns.
Learn from the best and have an
experience you’ll never forget.
Get your thrill on with one
amazing view.
oneaxepursuits.com

THE GRAND
RIVER. Good fun.
The ultimate rite of passage in the summer
months is to ride the rapids of the Grand
River as it winds its way through the
limestone cliffs of the Elora Gorge on a big,
fat inner-tube. Yes, you read that right.
We encourage you to put on a helmet and a
life jacket (we take safety seriously) and park
your posterior in the middle of an inner-tube
and basically, hold on. Tubing is fast, fun and
unforgettable. Start your journey by renting
your tube in the Elora Gorge Conservation
Area. It’s going to be a bumpy ride. You
almost have to do it to say you’ve been here.
grandriver.ca
How about something we bet you’ve never
even heard of before? River Bugs. Not the
creepy crawler ones. Better. River Bugs
are self-steered vessels that put you in the
driver’s seat right on top of the water for a
journey of fun you won’t forget. Take the trip
down the Grand River between Fergus and
Elora to enjoy an experience that is better
than smooth sailing, and is sure to be a blast.
Admit it, you really want to tell your friends
you’ve been on a River Bug. Yeah you do.
eloraraftrides.com

BET ON FUN.
If you’ve never experienced the liveaction thrill of getting up close to the
finish line, the thunder of hooves on
the track, the cheers of the crowd, the
excitement as the horses take that
last turn for the straightaway, then we
encourage you to enjoy a summer night
at Grand River Raceway.
From June to September, every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday night, enjoy
family-friendly fun and the sport of
harness racing.
Whether you enjoy a buffet dinner in the
Captain’s Quarters, enjoy casual dining
at the Lighthouse Restaurant, or grab a
quick bite at the Getaway Restaurant, it’s
a fun night out. grandriverraceway.com
Year-round excitement can be found
inside the Elements Casino Grand River,
where more than 250 slots and gaming
options are available to test your luck.
Elements Casino is open 24 hours, seven
days a week.
elementscasinograndriver.com

Fergus - St. Andrew St. Mill
Photo by Mike Robinson

STILL COUNTING ...

Quick!

HEAD TO
THE QUARRY.
We’ve got two.
Both run by the Grand
River Conservation
Authority, we consider
a trip to the Quarry a
summer tradition. Soak up
the sun and splash in the
cool water.
Don’t forget your
sunscreen.

Elora/Fergus - The Quarry
Photo by Mike Robinson

The Elora Quarry is renowned for its deep emerald
green waters and sandy beach, a picturesque oasis
carved into the steep limestone cliffs. It is one of the
most popular destinations in town to enjoy a hot
summer day. It also happens to be a very famous
location for movie crews. The Elora Quarry has been
featured in many films, but you may recognize it from
Stephen King’s horror film “IT.” (Don’t worry, we’ve
checked all the grates. No clowns.) But get there early to
get your parking spot and, of course, your spot in
the sun.
If you want to get out of town, Belwood Lake is just
minutes east of Fergus and is our version of cottage
country, offering a summer retreat for many. Bring your
boat to the launch and head out to see the views. Or
bring a picnic and enjoy the scenic forest surroundings
of the Belwood Quarry. This one-acre spring-fed quarry
has a sandy beach, a playground and an area sectioned
off for children to play in the shallow water.
grandriver.ca

OUR
HISTORY
IS THE
STUFF OF
LEGENDS.
Explorers and pioneers.
Innovators and
aggravators.
Those who sought
refuge and those who
gave it. Heroes and
heroines. Legends in
time. You’ll find them all
here and so much more.

The Wellington County Museum is one of the most stunning
and historically significant buildings in our area, set high
atop a hill in the center of Fergus and Elora. The building
itself is a testament to time, a place that has been many
things to many people throughout history. Today it is a
local treasure of the County of Wellington and is a National
Historic Site.
Make time to tour this grand place. It’s always camera ready.
In fact, you’ll likely see a wedding party posing on the steps
or alongside the beautifully restored heritage barn, maybe
exchanging their vows in the beautiful heritage garden in
late spring and summer.
Tour the exhibit halls, the gallery space and the gift shop. If
genealogy is your hobby, the archives are a treasure trove of
history across Fergus, Elora and Wellington County. But be
sure to walk the grounds of the Wellington County Museum,
including the walking/cycling trails that lead you across the
landscape to historic trails, like the Aboyne Trail that leads
you to the Grand River, or connect to the Elora Cataract
Trail heading out to Elora or Fergus. Take the path to the
monument and markers of the Poorhouse Cemetery where
almost 300 people were buried on the grounds of the former
Poorhouse. Don’t be alarmed, but rumor has it the museum
is haunted. No doubt. But don’t worry, even our ghosts are
friendly. wellington.ca

Kitras Glass

Explore Elora, the Gorge
& Waters Beyond.
Piloted Safaris
Custom Cruises
Bare Boat Escapades
White-Water Cata-Rafting
Maid of the Falls Rides

GLASS IS CLASS.
We point this out because we have three
incredible glass artisan studios in Elora
and Fergus, each unique in their craft,
each family owned and operated, and each
with their own boutique inside a working
studio - all of them exceptional. Meet the
makers and experience the art form up
close and personal.
Kitras Art Glass is located on the outskirts
of Fergus, just minutes from downtown in
the industrial area. As Canada’s largest hot
glass studio, they needed the room. You’ll
find Kitras Art Glass all over the world, but
it’s all made right here, uniquely crafted
one piece at a time, with pure blown
glass artistry. A 1,000 square foot gallery
showcases their signature collections to
make everyday beautiful, from glass wares
to seasonal home décor, garden art and
delicate giftware. It’s something you have
to experience to appreciate. Glassblowing
is mesmerizing to watch. Reserve a tour
if you’d like to see the creators at work.
kitras.ca

Blow Away Glass Studio is located on
the outskirts of Elora’s downtown, just
steps from the Elora Mill parking area.
Showcasing blown glass artworks, here
you’ll find everything from seasonal
decorative pieces for home décor, including
garden art, to wedding and celebration
gifts, to bigger pieces such as glass
sculptures, chandeliers, gallery pieces and
more. You may even be lucky enough to
view the artists at work in their Hotshop,
blowing new glass creations. Better
yet, plan accordingly and book a class.
blownawayglassstudio.com

You’ll be blown away.
(See what we did there?)

226.971.9441
info@eloraraftrides.com

www.eloraraftrides.com

Hanscomb Glass

and TEN:

Hanscomb Glass studio is just steps from
Elora’s Metcalfe Street, with a gallery
space that features beautiful home and
garden accents, plus larger glass window
designs with a signature look of stained,
fused and leaded glass. Enter the bright
yellow building and you’ll see light
through a window in a whole new way.
hanscombglass.com

Artisan Glasswork
made right here.

Celebrating 36 years!
NEW! Mini-Workshops

2 hour classes, see website for details

40 Church St., Elora | 519.846.0884 | www.hanscombglass.com

THE TRESTLE
BRIDGE TRAIL

is a 4km trail opposite the
Wellington County Museum and
Archives in Aboyne, in between
Fergus and Elora, offering another
connection between the two towns,
to the Elora Cataract Trail, with
some of the most spectacular views
from atop the two bridges found on
the route.

Pet y
dl
Frien &
d
e
B
!
kfast
Brea

153 Geddes St. Elora | 226.820.0373
www.homefirstpetsitters.com
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Happy trails!

Dog Walking
Pet Sitting
Group Play
Grooming

 

is part of the Trans Canada Trail.
It offers a variety of terrains and
beautiful vistas, cared for by the
County of Wellington. The trail
provides a natural link to the Kissing
Bridge Trailway that leads to the
Waterloo Region and the Elora
Cataract Trailway, that heads west
beyond Centre Wellington.
wellington.ca

   JJ

We do it all the time.
And if you really want to
get a sense of the beautiful
natural landscape of our
destination, you will too.

is 47 kilometres of stone dust covered
historic trails, following the original
Canadian Pacific railroad bed. It links the
Grand and Credit watersheds. Through
the rolling countryside, just east of Elora,
the trail has entry points at the west
end of the village, stretching through
to downtown Fergus. On the west end
of town, it picks up again, venturing on
to Belwood Lake and the picturesque
views atop the Shand Dam, extending
to the Forks of Credit Provincial Park.
Protected by the care of the Grand
River Conservation Authority and the
Credit Valley Conservation authority,
stewardship is provided by the Elora
Cataract Trailway Association. You’ll find
maps here: trailway.org

THE COTTONTAIL
ROAD TRAIL

Grand Bark
Pet Services
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TAKE THE
PATHS MOST
TRAVELLED

THE ELORA
CATARACT TRAILWAY

The Wellington County Trails
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In every season, our trails are a
haven right in our own backyards.
This is where we get away without going
away. Whether you hike or bike, or let
your dog take you for a stroll, we’ve got a
route for you. When the snow gets deep,
that just adds to the adventure. Crosscountry ski or snow shoe and experience
our winter wonderland.
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Breakfast

LUNCH SPECIALS | FREE WI FI

519.787.2432 | 747 St. Andrew St. W.,
(St. Andrew Street Mall) Fergus

Solve

Fun &

Perplexing Puzzles
Inside Incredible
Themed Environments

66 WELLINGTON RD 7, ELORA
(lower Level)

Aboyne - The Trestle Bridge Trail
Photo by Drew Mochrie

226-384-7529

www.puzzlerooms.ca
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Check out the
5604 Light Pacific 4-6-2
CN #5297 HO locomotive on
our website

BUY · SELL · REPAIR

Lionel & MTH Authorized Sales & Service
Brent Bouteiller, P. Eng. Bob Bouteiller, B.A, M. Ed, M.L.Sc
6168 Wellington Rd 29, Fergus | 519.787.3280

www.2bintrains.com

Moving on to our next

20
Years
CELEBRATING

decade of
delicious

Local produce & meat
Ready made meals
Pizzas, fresh deli
sandwiches & salads to go
Gourmet foods
Fresh bread baked daily
Catering & more!

6506 Wellington Road 7, Elora

519.846.8268
www.blownawayglassstudio.com
blownawayglassstudio

Family Owned. Community Focused. Proudly Local.
Open 7 days a week in the Historic Fergus Marketplace on the River
105 Queen St. W., Fergus | 226.383.7374 | www.frabertsfreshfood.com

Confederation Park Waterfalls

Gorgeous Views

photo by Drew Mochrie

We come by the name Grand and Gorgeous naturally.
We are immersed in the beautiful scenery that makes exploring
Elora and Fergus an adventure of gorgeous views. Look outs.
Hide outs. Hidden gems. Find them, then share them with us.
#visitelorafergus #bythegrand

Look outs:
• The Tooth of Time is perhaps
Elora’s most famous
landmark, an impressive
mass of jagged rock and
trees jutting out in the middle
of a rushing waterfall. It’s
best appreciated from the
Elora Mill Restaurant or their
Penstock Lounge. It’s dinner
with a view you won’t forget.
Photo Bill Longshaw
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The tooth of time

• The Aboyne Trail – Trestle Bridge
offers a unique scenic perspective
of the sweet spot between Elora
and Fergus, known as Aboyne.
The former railway bridge
stands high above the Grand River,
looking out over the treetops,
giving a beautiful view of the
Wellington County Museum and
Archives, and the incredible
natural environment that
surrounds us. Take the stairs down
and you’ll find footpaths that
wander along the riverside.
Beautiful. Photo Mike Robinson

Milligan Footbr

idge

• The Milligan Footbridge takes
you across the Grand River with
a spectacular view of the water
cascading through the limestone
cliffs, through the heart of
downtown Fergus. At night,
bright lights turn the rush of
the water into a mesmerizing
scene. Photo Bill Longshaw

Hidden Gems:

David Street Bridge
• The David Street Bridge in Elora offers
a spectacular view of the Irvine River
as it makes its way from the hamlet
of Salem, winding through the
limestone cliffs of the Elora Gorge to
meet up with the Grand River. And
while it’s impressive from the top of the
bridge, perhaps a better view is to be
on the shores of the Irvine River
looking up at the extraordinary
structure itself. Take the steps
from Victoria Park and look up at this
beautifully restored bridge (featured in
our cover illustration).

• You’ll fall in love with the view of
Lover’s Leap, in Elora’s Victoria Park.
The outlook is perched high above the
point where the Irvine and Grand
Rivers meet. It’s a symbolic place
shrouded in legends of a romantic
yet tragic tale. But that hasn’t stopped
this from being a popular spot for
engagements and even the exchange
of wedding vows. It’s a special place
for a reason.
• The Elora Quarry, with its turquoise
waters, steep limestone cliffs and
evergreen trees is a spectacular
summer view. It’s a great place to slip
away for the day.
• You don’t have to camp to enjoy
the beauty within the Elora Gorge
Conservation Area. From paved roads
to marked forest pathways, immerse
yourself in the natural treasure of a
place unlike anywhere else. From the
thick forest and steep rugged cliffs to
the rushing rapids of the Grand River
that flow through the park, it’s
adventure at every turn.
• Bissell Park – Walk riverside along the
board walk and take the path that
leads to the pedestrian bridge
overlooking the waterfall.

Hide Outs:

• Caves and enclaves carved into the
limestone cliffs of the Elora Gorge
make exploring fun. When the water
is low, take the steps in Victoria
Park down to the shoreline of the
Irvine River. You’ll see small caves
and natural inlets. Be sure to be safe
and watch the water levels. Our
hidden gems are precious places.
Remember to take care of our
environment and leave it as you
found it.
• Be sure to stroll through Templin
Gardens tucked behind the shops of
downtown Fergus’ west end,
where the Milligan Footbridge
stretches across the Grand River
to the Fergus Marketplace. Take the
limestone stairway that leads down
to the water’s edge. It’s a getaway
without actually getting away.
• The beautiful waterfall in
Confederation Park has footpaths
leading through the forest to various
hide outs along riverbanks. Set across
from the former Fergus Mill, this is a
perfect place to picnic and listen to
the water.

not your average
shoe store!
54 Wellington Rd 7,
ELORA
519.846.7463
shoevillaelora.com
M-F: 9:30-6 | Sat: 10-6 | Sun: 11-5

Ladies Fashion
Size 6 –18

SPECIAL EFFECTS
195 St. Andrew St. W. Fergus
519.843.4610

P U R V E YO R S O F F I N E F O O D

&

G OOD S

HANDCRAFTED GOURMET ITEMS
BULK PRODUCTS
C U S TO M P I C N I C B A S K E T S
LO C A L A R T I S A N FA R E
1 C H U R C H S T, E LO R A
( B E H I N D D R I M M I E ’ S F LO R I S T S )

Lovers Leap, Elora

Photo courtesy of
Melissa Weber Photography

OPEN THU & FRI 11-6
S AT & S U N 1 1 - 5
E LO R A M E R C A N T I L E .C A

A Destination & Resource
“Canada’s Most Patriotic Village”

Visit 4 local history murals
Research family history
Rooms open Wednesdays 1 – 3pm
519.848.3015

ARTHUR AND AREA
War II
World War I and World
Veterans

Society to
and Area Historical
th
A book from Arthur
on Canada’s 150 Anniversary
honour our veterans

Patriotic Village
Arthur - Canada’s Most

Memories of Arthur & Veteran books for sale

See you soon!

OneAndOnly_Ad_GrandAndGorgeous_March2019.indd 21019-03-14 7:38 PM

Gifts That Echo
Your Celtic Roots

Wholesome & healthy
Don’t miss

Vegan Tuesdays and Keto Thursdays

Celtic Gift Shoppe
& Used Book Store
A Beautiful Shop ~
Come & Be Charmed.

Reservations & caterings welcome

thereddoorfergus

Eat & Shop in one place!
thefountainheadhealth
thefountainheadhealthstore
The Fountainhead, making healthy choices easy!

#bookeryfergus
191 St. Andrew Str. W., Fergus
226.383.2665 | bookery.ca

212 St. Andrew St. W., Downtown Fergus
519.787.5123 | M-F: 9 - 6 Sat: 9-5
thefountainheadhealthstore.com

WE PUT THE
FESTIVE IN

Festivals

RIVERFEST ELORA
Every music fan should have Riverfest Elora
on their bucket list because this three-day
event was built for music lovers. True fact.
This is what a music festival should be.

We told you we like to throw a good party, right?

It’s true. When we say we put the “festive” in festivals, this is no exaggeration. We love to
dance. We love music. We love to throw cabers. That last one might need some explaining …
That’s why we have three diverse cultural festivals in Elora and Fergus, each one drawing
talent and even audiences from around the world. It’s about time you showed up.

With an intense roster of up-and-coming
indie bands to top-tier headliners on three
separate stages, there is music for everyone.
Yes, everyone.

Check out the line-up for Riverfest Elora
2019 - featuring City and Colour,
The Mighty Mighty Bosstones, Jessie
Reyez, A Tribe Called Red, Joel Plaskett
Emergency, K-OS, Mix Master Mike, plus
more than 40 fantastic acts. It’s a musical
mosaic of awesome. Come down to the river
August 16, 17 and 18, 2019.
You have to experience it to get it.

THE
ELORA
FESTIVAL:
Ever been to a
concert in a winter
roads salt barn?
We have and you will not believe
the acoustics. Don’t worry, we
took the salt out. And don’t be
fooled either. The Elora Festival
is a classy affair. Now celebrating
its 40th anniversary of bringing
world-class vocal, choral and
chamber music performers to our
smaller intimate stages, the Elora
Festival is a music festival
unlike any other.

Featuring the JUNO and Grammy-nominated
Elora Singers along with national and international
artists, this year’s line-up will be stellar. From
July 12-28, 2019, artistic director and conductor
Mark Vuorinen has programmed a stellar lineup
with a range of music that includes classical music,
international music, jazz and folk. elorafestival.ca
This year’s line-up includes Canadian fiddler
Natalie MacMaster, the operatic range of Measha
Brueggergosman, the internationally renowned
Penderecki Quartet. The incredible pairing of
countertenor Daniel Taylor is back by popular
demand, with English tenor Charles Daniels
making his first appearance at the festival.
Opening night will feature the State Choir
LATVIJA, one of the finest choirs from the Baltic
region, giving audiences a rare opportunity to hear
some of the best choral singing on the planet.
And it’s all happening right here, in Elora.

Located in Bissell Park along the banks
of the Grand River, this small community
festival has grown to become a major
contender on the music festival scene with a
vibe all its own. We’re okay to drop names.
We’ve partied alongside the likes of the
Arkells, Walk Off the Earth, The Sheep Dogs,
The Flaming Lips, Carly Rae Jepsen,
Blue Rodeo. That’s just the
tip of the musical scale.

That’s not all. There are food trucks, an
artisan alley and outdoor art. Did we
mention craft beer and ciders? Yep, that too.
Seriously. It’s THAT good. One day. Two
days. All three days. You decide. Just get
here. riverfestelora.com

Elora - Opening Night
at Gambel Barn

Photo courtesy of
Amy Metcalf

Elora - Riverfest 2018/Flaming Lips
Photo by Jacqueline Furfaro

THE FERGUS
SCOTTISH
FESTIVAL AND
HIGHLAND
GAMES:
It doesn’t get more Fergus than this, but
you’re going to feel like you’re in Scotland
proper. Come for a day or camp right on
site for the weekend, because this festival
packs in so much action you won’t want to
miss a thing. It’s three days – August 9, 10
and 11, 2019 - of all things Scottish.
From the moving gathering of the Friday
night Tattoo, to the two full days of
Scottish Highland Games, including a full
competitive schedule of Heavy Events with
competitors from across the globe, the Tug
of War battles, the beautiful tradition of
Highland dance, pipes and drums, history
and genealogy, the Clans in the Heritage
Village, and so much food. Gather your
clan and head to the Highland Pub to break
the day or end the night.

The featured guest is always a draw, but one
cannot imagine how they’ll top last year’s
appearance by Graham McTavish, the actor who
portrays Dougal MacKenzie on the television
series Outlander. Based on the book by author
Diana Gabaldon, we’ve even had her return to
this festival in past years. It’s a big deal. As the
organizers say, Haste Ye Back.

Facebook: Ashley MacIsaac

You don’t have to be Scottish to embrace
this weekend of culture, history and friendly
competition. But when it’s done, you may want
to wear a kilt. It could happen. Risk it.
fergusscottishfestival.com

The Fergus Scottish
Festival and Highland
Games draws audiences
from around the world.
Join in the welcome of
the Pipes, Plaid and
Pageantry Parade
(Thursday August 8),
before enjoying a proper
pub crawl in downtown
Fergus, where the town
celebrates its heritage
with activities on the
streets to welcome all.

Music keeps the rhythm of the festival, and
while you’re sure to hear bagpipes days
after you leave, we assure you you’ll be
ready to tilt yer kilt to world class music,
including the return of festival favourites
Gillebride MacMillan and musical guests
Albanach, and headliner Ashley MacIsaac.

Fergus Scottish Festival
Photos by Helen Michel

DID YOU FORGET

YOUR

Unders?
ladies
undergarments

has you covered!
Retro Candy | Chocolate | Local Treats
Childrens Gifts & Toys | Seasonal Treats
Ice Cream & Gelato | European Candy
Frozen Treats | Local Honey & Maple Syrup

Shapewear | Bathing Suits
Sleepwear & more!
Tues-Fri 10am – 6pm | Sat 10am – 2pm
Evenings by appointment

16 Mill Street West, Elora | 519.846.9918

1A-181 St. Andrew St. E., Fergus
bralady@wightman.ca | 519.766.8818

A Paper For All!

The Queen’s Fancy

Pick up your copy of
for up to date events, arts & entertainment
and shopping information.
You’ll find it in the Welly!

Creativity.
Artistically.
Furniture | Art | Accents

Contemporary Wood
& Metal Furnishings
Local Artists, Artisans
& Craftsmen
Visit us at the historic
Old Salem Schoolhouse!

226.384.6200

93 Woolwich St. W., Elora

Tues-Sat: 10-5 | Sun: 11-4 | Mon: CLOSED
www.thequeensfancy.com

YOUR HOME. YOUR LOOK.
WE’RE MORE THAN JUST A STORE.
LIGHTING | TOSS CUSHIONS & AREA RUGS
BLINDS & SHUTTERS | DESIGN CONSULTATIONS and much more!
VISIT US AND BROWSE THE DIVERSE SELECTION OF UNIQUE DECOR ITEMS
180 St. Andrew Street W., Fergus | cocooninteriors.ca | 519.843.1739

Shop.
Stay.
Share.

Visit us at lidiasbrides.com

265 St. David St. S., Fergus

E: info@lidiasbrides.com
P: 519-843-8800

It is our belief that beautiful things
enhance the enjoyment of everyday
life. And when surrounded by
beauty, the spirit is uplifted.

this i
s our
Canada’s largest hot glass studio.
Come visit our showroom and studio
to discover the craft of glassblowing!

y
a
d
y
r
Eve
530 Dickson Dr., Fergus
519.843.2480
1.800.439.6393
showroom@kitras.com
kitras.ca
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FISH
ON

Shand Dam: Downstream of the Shand Dam,
as the waters flow from Belwood Lake, is one
of the most sought after fishing spots. Here
you’ll find a bounty of brown trout, pike, perch,
walleye and bullhead.

Grab the tackle, tie the fly

– however you bait the hook you’ll find
world-class recreational fishing on the
Grand River. Fergus and Elora is where
all the cool fish hang out.
There is nothing like the serenity of fly
fishing for brown trout in the cool waters
that wind from the Shand Dam at Lake
Belwood and down through to Elora. If
you prefer to fish from the shore, cast
off in search of walleye, perch, northern
pike, smallmouth bass and more.
It all depends on where you’re standing.
You’ll find more species in places like
the reservoirs or parks.

Visit the Grand River Conservation Authority for more details: grandriver.ca

Of course, our locals know best.

Visit the team at Grand River Outfitting and Fly Shop for guiding, fly fishing lessons
and all your gear.
We’ve gathered a few hot spots and hidden gems from the fish themselves, (of course we
based this on the success of those who fish there). We hope you’ll have good luck and
appreciate the value of the Grand River as a habitat to so many species of fish.
Conservation and respect for the environment is vital to us. Just ask the fish.

Blair Park/
Grand River
Arboretum
Trail:
Perfect for fly
or cast fishing,
the waters are
shallow enough
to wade in with
many areas
along the trail to
drop the lure.

Shand Dam
Belwood Lake is an ideal
fishing spot because it’s a small,
quiet lake perfect for the sport,
whether it’s from an ice hut in the
heart of winter, or from your boat
or shore under the hot summer
sun. The reservoir is great for
pike, walleye, smallmouth bass
and perch in the warm season,
and in winter, perfect for perch,
walleye and northern pike.
Operated by the Grand River
Conservation Authority, the park
includes two ponds stocked with
trout, ideal for younger fisher
folks under the age of 13.

Blair Park

Pierpoint Park: A popular and yet tranquil spot,
this is a hidden gem, the locals know well. The
river is wide, the waters are shallow and the fly
fishing is exceptional. From here you can get a
sense of the water and river flow and venture
forth.

Pierpoint Park

Belwood Lake,
Photos by Drew Mochrie

Templin Gardens
An awesome fishing
spot right in the heart of
downtown Fergus, you can
cast off the limestone stairs
in Templin Gardens. Here
the water is deeper, as the
waterfall and rapid water
flow moves along creating
a whirlpool effect. The fish
just keep on coming around!
It’s an ideal location literally
steps from all the downtown
has to offer.

Aboyne Trail/
Trestle Bridge:
The fish love it here as
much as the fishermen do,
because it is simply one of
the most scenic areas of the
river. Perfect for fly fishing,
but also known to be lucky
for the rod‘n reel folks, this
section of the Grand River
provides waters shallow
enough for waders and
plenty of shoreline that is
easily accessible. This is
another great launch point
with opportunities to explore
the river in either direction.

Wilson Flats

Wilson Flats:
On the outskirts of
Elora, as the Grand
River emerges from
the Elora Gorge across
the flat lands heading
westward, you’ll find
an ideal setting for fly
fishing in the steady
waters at Wilson Flats.
It’s shallow, but rod’n
reel fishermen like the
challenge too. Just be
sure not to snag your
line. It’s a beauty spot to
get away from it all, just
minutes out of town.

Aboyne T

rail

rk
Bissell Park

Come see us in the historic
Fergus Marketplace

Confederation P

ark

Confederation Park: Don’t drive
by this one! The waterfall here is
ideal for creating pools of fishing
spots below as the river gains speed
heading to downtown Fergus. But
you may be able to catch the fish in
the quiet stretch before they swim
down the waterfall. Either way, this
is a popular fishing spot and a great
place to have a picnic.
Bissell Park: Another beautiful
waterfall brings the river flowing
into downtown Elora. It’s known
for cast fishing as the water gains
speed here. This park features
several footpaths near the water to
give a few vantage points. Close
to town and all the amenities, it’s
a nice spot for a casual fishing
afternoon.

105 Queen St. W, Unit 6, Fergus

226.383.3474 | 844.383.3474
info@grof.ca

www.ontarioflyfishing.ca

Dinner For Two
2 x 2pc Haddock*
Fresh cut fries, creamy
coleslaw, 2 cans of pop
*our most popular seller!

$29.95
plus tax

Golden Fish & Chips
684 St. David St. N, Fergus
goldenfishandchips.ca
519.843.2740

Gow Park
A popular spot in Fergus, right on
Union Street, this is a small inlet that
slows the flow of the Grand River.
It’s a great place for cast fishing.

true craft butchery
226.383.6328
226 St. Andrews Street West, Fergus
Gow Park, Fergus
Photos by Drew Mochrie
Bissell Park/Wilson Flats
by Bill Longshaw

Tues-Thurs, 10-5 | Fri 10-6, | Sat 10-4

daddysbutchershopinc

Templin Gardens
Photo by Drew Mochrie

Four seasons. Two towns.

One awesome
destination.

Home Decor | Hatley Clothing
Toys and Gifts | Garden

226.369.0196
45 West Mill Street, Unit 6, Elora

Wellington-Halton Hills...

grand & gorgeous

truly

We look forward to
seeing you soon!
Ted Arnott, MPP
www.tedarnottmpp.com
1.800.265.2366

In every season, we can find a reason for you
to make the trip to Fergus and Elora.
We know you’ll be back, so let us help you
plan ahead. You pick the season and we’ll
give you the reason to come back. Here are
just a few examples of the annual events
we never miss. But, as we like to have a
good time here, you can be sure this list of
events will grow.
Keep up with us for new event listings,
dates and locations online at
grandandgorgeous.com

In spring and summer, explore our gorgeous
natural vistas, from the depths of the Elora
Gorge and the rapids of the Grand River,
to the kilometres of trails that have made
them the paths most travelled. Camp in
one of Ontario’s prettiest campgrounds, the
Elora Gorge Conservation Area, then enjoy
the thrill of tubing down the rapids of the
Grand River, or stay high and dry with a zip
line ride that sends you zooming along high
above the depths of the Elora Gorge and the
waters below.

Make a splash in the emerald waters of
the Elora Quarry or stretch out on the
sandy shores at Belwood Lake Park.
Cast off for some of the best fly-fishing
in the province, or glide along the water
in your preferred mode of transport,
from kayaking and canoes to a romantic
gondola ride, or navigate your very own
River Bug (we promise, it’s not an actual
bug) and chart your own course for
adventure.

Come Celebrate
t
h Our
40 Anniversary

JULY 12TH - 28TH, 2019
Visit elorafestival.ca for concert
details and ticket information

Spring

Bissell Park
Photo by Drew Mochrie

is a
beautiful

thing

Grand R

iver Rac

Elora Festival

arket

s
Tartan Day Fergu
• National Tartan Day is a more than just a
pub crawl. It’s a whole day of family fun
activities in downtown Fergus.
Come tilt yer kilt. downtownfergus.com
(Photo Bill Longshaw)

Elora E

Book
Sale

• Skyburst Elora is a fabulous
fireworks display (and fundraiser)
held at the Grand River Raceway.
Join us as we say clever things like,
“ohhh, ahhh” and the always
“WOW!”eloralions.org
popular “WOW!”

Elora Farmers M

n Plein

Air

• The Elora Vintage and Antique Show
is a treasure hunter’s bounty of unique
finds and nostalgic pieces; everything
from jewelry to house wares, dishes
and collectibles of art, culture and
more. antiqueshowcanada.com
• Hippity Hop is a family-friendly event
to celebrate spring and the arrival
of the Easter Bunny, sponsored by the
Fergus BIA. The stores have fun events
and of course, sweet treats. Hop to it
and get to it! downtownfergus.com

eway

Belwood Lions

Pike Derby

• The Elora Farmers’ Market returns to Bissell • Bring the kids – The Belwood
Park, with fresh locally grown produce, meats
Shimano Take a Kid Fishing Day
and sweet treats too. Also, you’ll meet the
at Belwood Lake Park is a fun familybest people here. elorafarmersmarket.com
friendly tradition. grandriver.ca
(Photo Bill Longshaw)

• Fish on! The Belwood Lions invite
you to cast off in their annual Pike
Derby. belwoodlions.org
• We’re pretty as a picture. Watch the
inspiration unfold right on the
canvass during the Elora En Plein
Air. elorapleinair.ca (Photo Meagan Leonard)
• Book lovers and collectors never miss
the Elora Festival’s annual Giant
Book Sale. elorafestival.com
(Photo Bill Longshaw)

• Get in on the action when live
Standardbred Harness Racing begins
each spring at Grand River Raceway,
with live racing on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday nights all
summer long. grandriverraceway.com
(Photo Dave Landry Photography)

• Experience art up close and personal
at the Insights juried art exhibition
at the Wellington County Museum,
on until September 1, 2019.
wellington.ca

Summer lovin’

FREE
MUSIC
EVENT
Downtown Fergus

• Let go and look down! Zipline over
the Elora Gorge with One Axe
Pursuits. oneaxepursuits.com
• Rent a tube and float along the
Grand River, through the Elora Gorge.
Begin your journey at the Elora Gorge
Conservation area. It’s a rite of
passage. You almost have to do it to
say you’ve been here. That’s a dare.
grandriver.ca

• The yard of the Elora Centre for the Arts is
the site of a two-day juried art show and
sale called the Creative Spark in the Yard.
This is a juried artist, artisan and makers
show and sale with great exposure across
the region, in one of Ontario’s busiest
summer tourist towns, Elora!
eloracentreforthearts.ca

Wed. Nights 7–9PM
July 3 – August 28
twilightattemplin.com
#twilightattemplin
TwilightAtTemplin

• River Bug rides are a thing. And
don’t you want to say you’ve been
on a River Bug? Sure you do.
eloraraftrides.com

• Enjoy Simple Pleasures for Summer with
weekly themed events taking place at the
Wellington County Museum.
wellington.ca

• Bring your blanket and stretch out
in Bissell Park to enjoy live theatre
with Shakespeare in the Park
eloracommunitytheatre.com

• Rock on! Gather your friends and head
down to the river for three epic days of
music with Riverfest Elora. It’s not your
typical musical festival because this isn’t
your typical venue. riverfestelora.com
• Tie and fly. If you’re into fly fishing, or
have always wanted to try it, there is
simply no place better to experience this
craft, right in town. Waders are in fashion
here.

Now available at
Golden Fish & Chips
684 St. David St. N, Fergus
goldenfishandchips.ca
519.843.2740

August 9

3:00 pm - 9:00 pm

c

chi
PsyFAIRE

August 10

10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Mediumshjp
Intuitive Tarot

Zipline over the gorge

Wellington County Museum

Shakespe

are in the P

ark

Antique & Classic Car Show
River Bug Rides
Photos by Bill Longshaw

Celtic Oracle
Palm Reading
By apptoinment:
shoppe@bookery.ca

#bookeryfergus
bookery.ca

• The Elora Festival brings world-class
music right to our doorstep over three
weeks each summer, celebrating the best
of classical, jazz and choral performances,
always with a few surprises in their lineup. elorafestival.ca
• We have so many patios, we simply
recommend you try them all. Maybe
not on the same day. But if you do,
we have cabs to get you safely around.
Enjoy responsibly.
grandandgorgeous.com
• It doesn’t get any more Scottish outside
Scotland than the Fergus Scottish
Festival and Highland Games. And
you don’t have to be Scottish to enjoy this
celebration of cultural heritage. From the
Pipes, Plaid and Pagentry Parade,
(August 8, 2019) to the ceremonial Tattoo
event, to three days of Highland Games,
geneology education, Highland dance
and band competitions, and some of the
best live music in the outdoor pubs.
Kilts optional. fergusscottishfestival.com

• Ever swam in an old quarry? Go for a
swim in the spring-fed quarry in
Belwood, with sandy beaches and a
shallow area for kids. Or head to the Elora
Quarry, a former limestone quarry with
deep emerald waters surrounded by
steep cliffs, with a sandy beach. Both
locations operated by the Grand River
Conservation Authority. grandriver.ca
• Live music by the river makes the
Twilight at Templin concerts a familyfriendly night of relaxation and great
music under a late summer sun.
downtownfergus.com
• Enjoy a day at the races with Grand
River Raceway’s Industry Day events
each August, including the prestigious
Battle of Waterloo and the Battle of the
Belles. But it’s not just racing. There’s
a full day of events to enjoy for the whole
family. grandriverraceway.com

• Chrome for days! Our love of the
automobile keeps the annual Wellington
County Museum and Archives’ Antique
and Classic Car Show polished and
revved up for or almost 40 years.
They have a big lawn and it’s quite the
spectacle to see it lined up with classic
cars, muscle machines and trucks.
This is our kind of nostalgia.
wellington.ca
• Step back in time as you step through
downtown Fergus for the live action
and absolute thrill of the Medieval Faire.
You just may find a real knight in
shining armour. downtownfergus.com

• We love hockey and we’re super proud
that hometown hockey heroes Jamie,
Tye and Brock McGinn are hosting their
second annual McGinn Brothers Big
Game at the Centre Wellington
Sportsplex this year, inviting local
teams to compete and raise money
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Centre
Wellington. Wait until you see the
McGinn’s celebrity players who come to
play in the finals!
themcginnbrothersbiggame.com
• It’s loud. It’s big. It’s fun. Check
out the competition at the Grand
River Truck and Tractor Pull
grandriverraceway.com
McGinn Brothers
Photo by Chris Daponte
Truck and Tractor Pull
Photo by Jaime Myslik
Medieval Faire
Photo by Bill Longshaw

McGinn

Brothers

Big Gam
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Truck and Tractor P

Medieval
Twilight at Templin, Fergus
Photo by Drew Mochrie

Faire

Autumn

FERGUS

walk

GHOST

If you’ve never been here in the autumn
months, we assure you, it’s the perfect
time to visit us.
Our landscape is a spectacle of crimson
reds, bright yellows, oranges and deep
greens made all the more spectacular
along our trails, riverbanks and the
caverns in the Elora Gorge.

SAT JULY 27
8 – 9:30pm
FRI AUG 9
8 – 9:30pm
SAT AUG 10
8 – 9:30pm
SAT SEPT 28
7 – 8:30pm
SAT OCT 26
7 – 8:30pm
WED OCT 30
7 – 8:30pm

fergusghostwalk

Tickets &
Details
226.383.2665

debbgreer@bookery.ca

As we celebrate the harvest season,
it’s also a time of hometown traditions
and community celebrations.
And may we suggest the
Elora Fergus Studio Tour?
Two weekends and so much inspired
creativity makes for a great way to
explore our region.

Elora’s Breakfast of Choice
Serving breakfast & lunch since 2010

boxsocialelora
103 Geddes Street, Elora
519.846.1880

Sensational Pumpkin Day
Elora - Victoria Park
Photo by Mike Robinson
Pumpkins - Helen Michel

SEPT 28, 29 & OCT 5, 6
10AM – 5PM

Autumn

When the autumn foliage turns
to vibrant reds and oranges,
our trails offer the best views.

Get out and explore and kick up the leaves.

• Harvest Home celebrates Wellington
County’s agricultural history
on the grounds of the Wellington
County Museum and Archives with
demonstrations, activities, displays
and more. wellington.ca
• The Elora Horse and Hound Parade
brings everyone to the streets to see
the equestrian event that helps raise
funds for important charities. And
of course, who doesn’t love a hound?
Meet and greet the horses, riders,
and of course, the hounds.
grandandgorgeous.com
• Culinary talents are put to the test for
the annual Whole Hog BBQ, an
event that celebrates sustainable
agriculture in food, drink and
community. wellingtoncsa.com
• Rev your engines and head to the
Downtown Fergus Antique and
Classic Car Show, when we shut
down the main drag and bring in the
road warriors. downtownfergus.com

• The Fergus Fall Fair is a tradition of
fun experiences for the whole family
and a celebration of the harvest
season. fergusfallfair.ca
• Sensational Pumpkin Day happens
every October at the Elora Farmers’
Market, celebrating all things
pumpkin. From carving and decorating
them to finding fun ways to eat
them, everyone loves pumpkins.
sensationalelora.com
• In a region renowned for our artist
collectives, the Elora Fergus Studio
Tour is your chance to get inside the
creative spaces of our local artists, in
a self-guided tour that takes place
annually over two weekends. Meet the
makers and see what inspires them.
elorafergusstudiotour.com

• Get stirred up for the Sensational SoupOff, a fundraiser and a saucy competition
of culinary skills held at the Wellington
County Museum and Archives.
sensationalelora.com
• Monster Month makes Elora the place
to be every October for a series of events
that celebrate spooky joys leading up
to Halloween. Dress up and join your
fellow monsters for the annual Monster
March Parade through the streets, or
travel back in time with Historical
Lantern Tours and a few ghost stories
you’ll remember. monstermonth.ca

Elora M

onster M

• Fergus gets into the spirit of Halloween
with a downtown Halloween Haunt
Walk for the kids, and by night, the
Fergus Ghost Walks will have you
looking into the shadows. Visit
centrewellington.ca for dates and times.

onth

Bissell Park, Elora
Photo by Bill Longshaw
Inset photos:
Monster Month - Kelly Waterhouse
Fergus Fall Fair - Helen Michel
Whole Hog - Wellington Advertiser file photo
Fergus Car Show - Drew Mochrie

Whole Hog BBQ
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PHOTO BY MIKE ROBINSON

EST. 1976

Celebrating 43 Years

BRODERICK’S
FERGUS

Apparel for Men
Fashion for Women
257 ST. ANDREW ST. W.
DOWNTOWN FERGUS

519.843.3870 | brodericksclothiers.com
M-W: 9 - 6 | Th-F: 9 - 9 | Sat: 9 - 6

FINE MEXICAN
FURNITURE & HOME
DECOR

Wonderfully Winter
When winter blows into town,
covering everything with a blanket
of snow, the view is spectacular.
The Elora Gorge is an icicle fortress,
where ice climbers gear up for a
climb to the top, and the trails are
set for cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing. The view of the
Grand River through Fergus is
picturesque, as the water rushes
through leaving a frozen mist on
the trees. When the ice is thick,
Belwood Lake offers ice fishing, and
snowmobiles tour special trails to
get out into the countryside. It’s cold
out there, but it’s warm inside our
pubs, restaurants, specialty coffee
shops and our fabulous stores.
Fergus, Grand River
Photo by Mike Robinson

█

Get outside and hit the trails.
Whether you strap on the crosscountry skis or the snowshoes, the
route is the best part of the journey.

█

Christmas shopping is cozy and
fun in our downtowns, where the
shopkeepers are friendly and the
selection is great. Be unique and
shop unique. grandandgorgeous.com

█

Nothing brings the harmony of
Christmas in the Village like the
internationally renowned voices of
The Elora Singers. Their annual concert
is a lovely holiday and sure to make your
spirits bright. elorafestival.ca

█

Celebrate the life of the bard Robbie
Burns in Fergus with an annual
celebration where haggis is as much
a guest as it is the heart of the meal.
Entertainment like no other.

█

When the ice is thick, Belwood
Lake’s ice fishing is a fun winter
tradition that everyone should try
(weather permitting of course).
grandriver.ca

█

Winter fun includes two key
components: outdoor ice skating and
tobogganing. We excel at both.
From the free outdoor rinks
throughout the community to
some excellent steep hills to launch
your sleigh down, there is nothing
like getting outdoors here.

59 Metcalfe St., Elora | 519.400.2077
casaverdeimportselora

Elora’s Favourite Coffee Destination
WrecklessElora
90 Metcalfe Street, Elora
226.369.0261 | www.wrecklesseric.ca

DISCOVER THE AMAZING

Bed &
Breakfasts
OF ELORA, FERGUS
& CENTRE WELLINGTON

As Member of Parliament for
Wellington-Halton Hills,
I want to welcome you to the
beautiful undulating farmlands of
Wellington County.

LIVdE&MDUriSnIC
ks

Elora

Whether you are a first time guest
or as a regular visitor, take time to
see all that the area has to offer.

Foo
by the Grand River

THE CHESHIRE CAT
THE DREW HOUSE
ELORA’S WHITE GARDEN
FLYING LEAP
GARDENER’S COTTAGE
SWEET ELLA’S
VERANDA HOUSE

Enjoy!

, Fergus

105 Queen St. W.
519.843.4483

enjoy a
taste of the
east coast

Fergus

Everything you need
for the "hard to buy for"
person!

190 St. David Street South, Fergus

519.787.7063

(Old Fergus swimming pool)

michael.chong@parl.gc.ca
519.843.7344 | 866.878.5556

116 St. Andrew St. W., Fergus
Joanie’s

Joanies_Gifts

www.michaelchong.ca

MAPLECREST FARM
RIVERWOOD

Guelph
LONDON HOUSE

MOUNT FOREST

Maryhill

ORKS
F I R ESW
T I VA L

MARYHILL INN

FE

Find us on

Fergus Elora Bed & Breakfast
Association is a member-driven
organization whose members
are inspected and approved
according to the provincial
standards of the Federation
of Ontario Bed and Breakfast
Accommodation (FOBBA).
Search availability
online at:

febba.ca

A Taste of Italy

A One-Of-A-Kind Puzzle Room in a
Restored Heritage Building

Gente offers a true sense of Mediterranean liveliness
in the heart of Fergus. Our in-house sommelier has
2018-02-20 4:51 PM

BOOK YOUR VISIT AT

EscapeTheOldPost.ca
39 Elora Street South, Harriston
519.510.2222 | escapetheoldpost@gmail.com
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estfireworks.ca
www.mountfor

THE OLD POST

EscapeTheOldPost_Postcard_022018.indd 1

3RD
Always the
July
Weekend in

carefully selected our wines to compliment our dishes
and enrich your dining experience!

Buon Appetito!
Call to make your reservation

Gente Urban Italian Eatery
519.787.2121 | 180 St. Andrew St. E, Fergus
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Zone

Kids FEST
RIB
Soap Box Derby
&
The Spectacular
Fireworks Display!

...Plus More

www.mountforestfireworks.ca

History

IS ALIVE &
WELL &
SERVING

You’ll see we cherish our past as much as
we honour our future. Whether you’re able
to open the door to these amazing historic
buildings, or appreciate as you pass by, we
invite you to see how our community keeps
our past alive with purpose.

Marshall Block 1895
Once the Imperial Bank of Canada; now
The Vault Coffee and Espresso Bar complete
with the original bank vault.

THE MARSHALL BLOCK:

Monklands Mills/St. Andrew’s Mill
Once an oatmeal mill and dam and the
largest exporter of oatmeal to the market in
England and Scotland; now, St. Andrew’s
Mill is a luxury condominium development
on the banks of the Grand River.

Russell’s Store 1910
Once a family owned department store for over
100 years; now home to I Love Chocolate! in
historic downtown Fergus.

RUSSELL’S STORE:
Downtown Fergus is a lovely spot to
window shop, but don’t just walk by. The
history of the buildings that make up our
pretty downtown have a legacy that we’re
proud to maintain. But wait until you see
what’s inside. Take the old Russell’s Store
building for instance. You can’t miss it.
It has a proud history of being a familyowned department store that kept the
legacy of small town service alive for over
100 years. The good news is, we still have
a sweet tooth for that kind of service. In
fact, we love the new life brought to this
old building. I Love Chocolate! is a local
favourite and a great visitor’s experience.
Chocolate. Candy. Fudge. Ice cream.
Toys and gifts. Say no more.

ST. ANDREW’S MILL:
Our Scottish heritage is evident
throughout Fergus, from the architecture
to the place names and plaques on the
heritage homes throughout town. But one
building that has withstood time with
great purpose is Monklands Mills, today
known as St. Andrew’s Mill. Built in 1855,
it was an oatmeal mill and dam on the
banks of the Grand River, as it heads into
downtown Fergus. At one time, it was
the largest exporter of oatmeal to the
market in England and Scotland. It would
later include a sawmill, a woollen factory,
and a flour mill. Like the Elora Mill, it also
succumbed to fires and was rebuilt over
the years.
Today, St. Andrew’s Mill is prime
real estate as a luxury condominium
development. The best way to appreciate
this grand view is to stand on the shore
at Confederation Park, by the waterfall
and look out across the water. The mill is
every bit as impressive today as it ever
was. The past blends with the future
here.

Head to The Vault Coffee and Espresso
Bar for a cup of specialty coffee and a very
interesting history lesson. The building
on the corner of St. David and St. Andrew
St. is known as the Marshall Block. In
its early days it was an Imperial Bank of
Canada branch. Though the space has
been many things over the years, its latest
transformation is a local favourite, because
we take coffee seriously. The establishment
is set in the original brick and mortar walls
of the heritage building, complete with
the original bank vault in the heart of the
space. It still works. You know you want to
peak inside. We did. Also, get a coffee.

101 St. Andrew Street West, Fergus
226.383.2326 | www.vaultcoffee.ca

Fresh
Chocolate,
Fudge
& more!

227 St. Andrew St. W., Downtown Fergus
519.843.7906
ilciltg chocolatefergus

Elora Public Library

ELORA LIBRARY:
The Elora Library has been a cornerstone
of learning in our community since 1909.
The impressive historic site is one of five
Carnegie libraries in Wellington County.
Built with funding from American magnate
and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie,
this library is central to our community.
Newer renovations have added to the
charm of this library without altering its
unique character. Come inside and see for
yourself.

On trend ladies
consignment clothing
and accessories
519.843.6414
133 St. Andrew St W
Downtown Fergus

THE ELORA MILL
HOTEL & SPA:

Fergus Public Library

Fergus Marketplace /
Beatty Brothers Stone Foundry

FERGUS LIBRARY:
Blending the past with the future, the
Fergus Library is a gem in the centre
of downtown Fergus. This library, like
the Elora branch, is one of five libraries
in Wellington County established with
funds from well-known American
magnate and philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie. In recent years the library
underwent a modern transformation
seamlessly bridging the past with the
present, creating an open environment
with large windows offering a
picturesque view of the Grand River,
complete with a balcony and large
chairs to sit back and relax with a good
book. The front of the library maintains
the ambiance and prestige of the
original Carnegie design.
Whether you’re checking out a book
or checking out the architecture and
atmosphere of a place that celebrates
the power of the written word, explore
this amazing building.

Once the Beatty Brothers’ stone foundry built
in 1878; now a popular retail location.

THE FERGUS MARKETPLACE:
Generations of visitors and locals alike will
fondly remember Saturday mornings spent
at the Fergus Marketplace, a large historic
building once filled with market shops and
vendors. But long before that, this site was
home to the Beatty Brothers’ stone foundry
built in 1878 overlooking the waterfalls in
downtown Fergus.
Today this heritage building maintains its
character and has added to its charms by
becoming a popular retail location. Drop by
and enjoy the building while enjoying a hot
coffee, breakfast or a light lunch at the Market
Street Cafe, or shop for the finest local meats,
cheeses and produce from Fraberts Fresh
Foods. Tour the other spots too. If you’re here
to fish, be sure to visit the knowledgeable staff
at Grand River Outfitting & Fly Shop. Head
down to the river and grab a pint and a meal
at the Goofie Newfie Pub.

For over 175 years, the Elora Mill has
played a pivotal role in the community
of Elora, even after two devastating
fires destroyed the structure. Originally
hand built by labourers from Scotland,
the site has been a gristmill, sawmill,
wool factory, a granary, a trading depot
and it’s changed hands many times
for many reasons. And, for a time, it sat
empty.
Today it is a world-class luxury hotel
and spa, lovingly restored and carefully
structured to embrace its natural
surroundings; it pays homage to the
integrity of its past while creating an
authentically local experience that
reflects the community it calls it home.
Whether you stay the weekend in a
luxury room, enjoy a day at the spa,
or celebrate a special occasion with a
drink in the Penstock Lounge, or dinner
overlooking the Grand River in the Elora
Mill Restaurant, you’ll appreciate the
view.

We’re not going to lie, this is a busy
location. A pretty village deserves a
pretty place to buy wines and spirits,
and Elora has it. The LCBO store in town
has a proud place in Canada’s military
history. The stone building with unique
architectural accents was once the indoor
drill shed used to train local militia in
response to the American Civil War and
the threat of Fenian raids. Later, this site
hosted cultural events and political rallies.
It’s one of two surviving drill sheds in
Ontario. To say this piece of history has
been repurposed for daily usage, well, that
may be an understatement. History and
spirits. Cheers to that.

Elora Mill

Once a gristmill, sawmill, wool factory,
granary, trading depot and now a worldclass luxury hotel.

Archive images
The Elora Drill Shed/Elora LCBO

Once the indoor drill shed used to train local
militia; one of two surviving drill sheds in
Ontario.

School/Elora

Centre for th

e Arts

THE ELORA CENTRE
FOR THE ARTS:
Make a trip to the Elora Centre for the Arts
on the corner of Mill and Melville Streets
and you’ll find a building that stands as
the foundation of community and arts in
the village. Believed to be the last stone
building erected in Elora, the site was
built in 1856 as a girl’s school. Ten years
later, an addition introduced a boy’s school
to the building, and in 1874 the schools
were integrated. The building grew to
support the community’s education needs,
in the early days led by school principal
David Boyle, an important figure in
Elora’s history for his pioneering efforts in
archeology and geology.
Elora Public School closed when the
student population outgrew the old school
in the 1990’s. Not wanting the building
to sit idle, a group of local citizens sought
to find a way to preserve the heritage
building.

Elora Mill 1910

ELORA LCBO
THE ELORA DRILL SHED:

Elora Public

COURTESY OF WELLINGTON
COUNTY MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

The Elora Centre for the Arts was born,
a hub for arts, culture and community. It
is home to two free public art galleries,
The Minarovich Gallery and the Harris
Collective. The grand builing also includes
private and public art studios, the Fergus
Elora Academy of Dance and cultural
offices. It’s a place that inspires creativity,
as it always has.

We hope you have a

Grand time

July 27th, 2019
11am – 5pm

Fergus
Medieval
Faire

First impressions matter. We want to make sure
we leave you with a great one. Grand experiences.
Gorgeous views. We’ve covered the highlights in
this edition of Grand and Gorgeous, but there’s
so much more to see and do. Explore Fergus and
Elora on and off the beaten paths. Take it all in.
It’s a special place.

A free family day of medieval
merriment, games, activities and fun
for all ages in downtown Fergus

www.fergusmedievalfaire.ca
#fergusmedievalfaire

Grand Gourmet
KITCHENWARE&&BEYOND
BEYOND
KITCHENWARE

We hope you enjoy this second edition of Grand &
Gorgeous. It’s a passion project, proudly produced
by the Wellington Advertiser. We love where
we live and it shows throughout this book. We
appreciate the support of all the photographers
who shared images of their favourite events and
landscapes throughout the seasons. And since
both Fergus and Elora are photogenic places,
we hope you’ll take photos and create your own
memories here. We’d love to see them! Share
them with us on Instagram @visitelorafergus.
#visitelorafergus #bythegrand

Love is Grand

Grand
Gourmet
businesses in Fergus, Elora and the surrounding
*NEW
*NEW April
Cornell
Grand
Gourmet
We are grateful for the support of all the local

KITCHENWARE
& BEYOND area that supported this magazine. When you’re
April Cornell

looking for a place to eat, meeting friends for a
KITCHENWARE
Spring/Summer Spring/Summer
Collection & BEYOND
drink, maybe planning to extend your stay or shop

*NEW April Cornell

*NEW April Cornell
Collection
Arriving
Daily!
Spring/Summer
Collection

the day away, this is the best guide to find the

places and faces of the merchants who are ready
Spring/Summer
Arriving Daily!Collection

Arriving Daily!

Arriving Daily!

42 Mill St. W., Elora 519.846.5771
519.846.5771

519.846.5771

to welcome you. Our people are our best resource.
We’re lucky to live and work here. We know it.
We want you to feel at home here too.
In every season we hope you’ll find a reason to
come back to Fergus and Elora. It’s always a
grand time.

519.846.5771
42 Mill
St., W.
ONON
42 Mill
St.,Elora,
W. Elora,
42 Mill St., W. Elora, ON

GRAND and

GORGEOUS
A fiery place where grace,
tradition and diversity stimulates
every guests palette
226.370.0600

600 Scotland Street, Fergus
info@tandooritable.com

contact:

info@grandandgorgeous.com
visit us online:
grandandgorgeous.com
Written by: Kelly Waterhouse
Sales: Drew Mochrie, Faye Craig,
Glenn George, Sue Otto, Crystal Seifried
Layout and Graphic Design: Helen Michel
Graphic Designers:
Jacqueline Furfaro, Alicia Roza, Steve Gilholm

109 St Andrew St W, Fergus | 519.843.1225 | ronwilkinjewellers.com

Reimagine.

· spectacular river views · 30 luxurious guest suites
· locally-inspired cuisine · penstock lounge
· cliffside spa · infinity pool & sundeck
· radiant event spaces

77 West Mill Street Elora | eloramill.ca | 519-846-8464

